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T has been too notorious, what DiabolicalDe- 

S ligns, and baſe Plots the Emliries of Romeg 
have.contrived, promoted, and. at:«mpted, to 
over-throw that Glorious-work, and cauſe of Refor=. 
ation, or to lead or cajole us back .inro our anti- 
htiſtian Slavery, lIdolatry, and Superſttion ; 
and tor Eff:Etuating thereof, they have not been 
anting, neither have ſtuck at any thing, to widen 
dur breaches, augment our Differences, hinder our 
tual Condeſcentions, and or endeavoured. Ac+ 
ommodations, railing implacable heats, and keeping 
s alunder by Diſtinguiſhing Chara&ers, and Diſcri- 
inating Names ; ſetting up contrary Intereſts 5 and 
pfren raiſiag violent Storms of bitter Perſecutions, in« 
(gating the Aſcendent Party, ſtill ro trample upon 
he NomCon's, and by all means to render them 
black, and odjous ; 2nd all thisg,and much more, to.”. 
uin Proteſtants, and weaken the ProteFant Intereſt, 
_ Ang. it deſerves to be bewailed, that in all theo — 


Az 


-” on 7 ab | 
(uitical Intrigues and evil defgns, they ſoon found 


400 many Proteffant Tools, unadviſedly tro concur 
with ſuch ſworn Enemies of the Reformation ; tog 
much whereof appeared in the late Reigns :; & | wiſh 
there may nat be found among us ftill, roo many 
Incendiaries, to raiſe Difſentions, and ſtir up un- 
_chriftian Heats, among Reformed ProteFants, that we 
may become a prey ſtill ro the Common Enemy, + 
But bleſſed be Gad, for our ſeaſonable, and happy 


| Revolution, that has in a great meaſure broke the deep | 


ary: of that Feſuitical Party ; and by an Eſtay 


neFiggds of former Perſecutors. 


violent party, and fuffer themſelves ro be impoſed | 


ences, and ſay little againſt Intolerable Popery, and$ 


the moſt dangerous Hzreticks, but all their In- 
duſtrious Venom, is ſpewed out and levelled againſt 
. their Proteſtant Brethren, of the ſame Reformation, and 
of the fame Kingdom; and yet ſeem to be in Charity 
with the ſame particular Profeſſion in other parts of 
the World. 7 | 
\ All who ſtudy Hiſtories of the Proteſtant RForma- 
9, nay be affured, that the Reformed. Church of 
Eng/an9, conkited all along of two ſorss of a 


Wilts 
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liſhed Liberty,to all Diſenting Proteſtants,has bound * 
| | wiſh the Per N 


þ 


4 
| 


F- R:ites,and Ceremonies,than for the Eſientials,an 4 
'] Fantials of Religion ; crying up Uniformity and 


C3 

firſt, many Sober, Moderate, Sound, and Tender 
men, Who never were for Perſecution of Proteftants, 
and would willingly have parted wich many unſerip» 
tural Ceremonies tor the Churches Peace, and gaining 
Diſijenters ; and the Seed or Root of theie have been 
from the Qriginal of the Reformation, and abounded 


|] in the Reigns of Q. E':z7. and K F I. of England ; 


apd were Anti-arminian, and taithful te the firſ# 
DeoQrine, and Proteſtant Articles of the Church of 
England, and continued the prevailing party, until the 


| Reign of Ch: the I. There was alto another, hot, 
1 and Violent party, who were ready to brand the 
i} Sober, and Serious of their own Church,as Pungtar 
'F Precifians, and Fanetichs,berrayed their own dig 


$ 


embraced Arminianiſm, and grew more 7:2alet 


Conforrgity, more than true Chriftianity ; - ating Su- 
Ira-Canon, and inſtead of coming farther from Rome, 

y a further Reformation, Which, our firft Reformers 
defigned, and the moderate party defired ; they both 
in Dofrine, Praftice and Ceremonies, made ſeveral 
advances towards Rome, as Dr. Du Mzoutin, ſometimes 


| Hiſtory-Profſeffor of Oxford, relates in his Shae 
| Hiftoxy thereof ; which. advances gave Popes 'and 


Papilſts no ſmall hopes of Engiands return to Rome, 
as a Jeſuit affirms,{hewing the changes in the Church. 


of England, and its affinity to-Rome, for, he faith, + * 


The De&rine 3s altered in many things ; Fhe- Pops 
is no lenger Ants chriſt : Images are tollerareds Pros! 
deſtination on fors ſeen works ; Univerſal Grgatifl's In»: 
berent Righteouſneſ;, are all granted : Free- 

Preached up : they have given to the 39. A 
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a"Catholick ſence : 
the Church in deciding Controverſi 7es, about matters 
ot Faith, and 1aterpretation of Scripture : they 
make frequent uſe of the more vencrable Names of 
Prieſts and Altars ; and to be a Catvinift nn pn 
is to 'be a Traitor, and a Heretick, or worle ; 

wich may be added, bowing to the Eaft, and AL 
tar; and ſetting up wunlighted Candles in Churches, 
which Dr F/arme#ry,one of their own ſpoke againſt, 
and faid, That they were a fit Emblem of our [gno- 
rant, and unprofitable Clergy, which filled up the 
Candlefticks of the Churches, but ' gave no Light. 
Andthis-party was Rampant in Lauds time, who 
hadaparty of Monſtrous tools, as Montague, Heiling 
wor,” Dow, Couzins, Shelford, Beel, Stafford, 
Watts, and Fedder, ot no ſmall figures : . with many 
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they aknowledge the Authority of ' 
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more, who under their own hands, Publiſh*d Armz- | 


L nign, and down-right Pop: D.ftrines, and T'yrans | | 
- ical and enſlaving Maxims of State, and were fo | 


counten anced, and proteted by the King, and ſome 
of the Cour?, thar they carried all before them, and 
it. was no ſmall Crime for any to ſpeak againft their 
Romifh Innovations, and Intollerable Uſurpations, 


both in Church and Scatcy as in the Crucl unchriftis 11 


an, an& Hlegal puniſhments inflit:d on ſome of 


thejr own. Communion, until their D:{1gns were ſea» þ 


ſonably oppoſed & checked, by ſuch of their Church 


who were ſincere, and uncorrupred, when back: by þ 


Lordes:and Commons Afl:mbvled in Pariiament, in 


the wh 1640 complaining in bold: ſpeeches of þ 


that went after the Romiſh Fay : and though 
| had juſtly mered to him what ke raeaſuced out 
£9: Sthers, which gave- a gonfiderable blow to his 


_ Party, 


'Nj 
nd 
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| party, and by that hon of Aſairs,. greatly 
truſtrared che hopes of Rome, who were filled with 
great ExpeCtations of Changes, by their Agents and 
Deputies in Enz/and ; and though many ſuffer. 4 
almoſt Twenty years abducation from the Pulpits, 
during the Civil Wars ; yet it is to ie feared the 
Seed and Spawn of this faftion, has b-en growing 
hince in the Church, and fo prevutiiing a party, as 
| Were able to obſtrutt that Ution, accommodaitore 
and Comprehenſion, deligntd between the Chu: cn 
of England and Diſſenters, firit by a Commiſſion 
| from our niefſt Gracious KiNG, and late Gractus 
| QUEEN, and next by a Convocaticn, who had bur 
| very imall regard to their Majcſtics Supremacy ta 
, | Ecclefiaſticks, and who ſo vigorouſly oppoſed What 
| they had fo lately addrefſ:d their M.j-ſties for: 

| 1I ſhould gladly embracean opportunity to inform 
» | ſuch of you, as have never becn .in Europe, What 
> | Presbyterians and Diſſenters are ; who ſufice your 
2 \{clves to be ſtrangely impoſed on,& know little more 
1 [ot them, bur miſceprefentations & calumntes thrown 
r [upon them, by malitious Ignorant and ill minded 
men, as if they were M:»ſters, and moſt infuft:rable 
in Church and State ; though they are a conſidera» 
ble part of the Proteſtant Reformation, agreeing in all 
points of Faith, and Divine Ordinances, or parts of 


ha Worſhip, with the Eftabliſhr Church of Eng/and; 
y þnd the likeſt to them of any Proteſtants, dift-1ing 
n pnly in Ceremonies, Government and Diſcipline, of 
2: Which I hall binc a little in this Epiſtle. There- 


h Jore in Scotland, they were the fir Reformers of thar 
'ngdom from Popery, though originally by mean 
nd inconladerable mep, and in oppolyion to 3 
"ARE | 4 ſtrong 


(6) 
firong Court party, and not only without, but apainft | - 
the Authority of the State, which demonſtrated the | : 
more of the hand of Divine Providence therem. | : 
And norwitkſtanding all their Rrugglings with Popery | | 
and Prelacy ; which in the late R:igns have been | 4 
obiruded upon them, contrary to Oaths, Laws, and | t 
repeared Eftab'iſhments of that Kingdom ; yer they | 
went a greater lergih in Reformation, than their 
Neighbours in Er2/azd, who upon prudential Cons | f 
{1derations retained ſome Ceremonies, leaſt it ſhould j S, 
be dangerous ro Reform ali at once, as Scorland did; | Ct 
And in that Ringdom Presbjterians are now the | ut 
Eftabliſhed Church, and thole of the Church of Eng« | Io: 
land there, are the Difienters, and have farlefs Reaſon | be 
tor i', than we in England 1nd 
As to thoſe of England, they were from the be«| we 
ginning a part of the Eng/iſh Reformation ;. for the | du 
beſt Hiſtories inform us, thoſe who chicfly had the; vel 
firſt managment of the Reformation, Were divided | 20 
into :wo Claſſes, much whar «qual in number, and| 72, 
quality of Inters ſt. Sore of them,as Biſhop Hooper,| Wh: 
Coverdale, Fohn Fox, Fohn Rogers, and Peter Martyr Le: 
appeared vigorouſly tor an abſo/\ute and thorough Re-| Con 
formation, according to the Model Ca/vin had given, and 
of it, and ſo it would have bezn a Presb:terian Re-| Teql 
formation ; but others, as Cranmer, Ridley, - Cex, an nis | 
others were peremprorily of the Judgment, that { Biſh 
Reformation in all points at firft, wouid be oft danged grav 
rous ccnſequence, and that at once to reform allhim, 
would be ro reform none at all; and though th4Chui 
Judgment of the latter prevailed, er all approved of Cerer 
the tormer as be#, tho' fome approved nor: the jun{Mers, 
Gure as ſeaſonable, unuthe People who were-almoi}impo! 
alli; 


| > | 

all Papifts, were better inſtrufted and diſpoſed to 
receive the imprefſions of this intire, and perfe# 
Reformation ; therefore they were left not withour 
hopes of a further Reformation, trom their Poſterity 
and Succeflors, which we were affured of by a ſen« 
tence in the Preface to old Common Pr azer Books, 
bur left out of the new. And fo it was for that rime 
agreed on, that for the better gaining of Papiſts, 
| ſome Cerementzes, and a great part of the Roman 
1 | Service, were to be kept. Thus both parties con- 
:{ curred and united in hopes of a further Reformation, 
| until the bloody Marian Perſecution under which 
. } ſome of bath Clailes fell and dyed Martyrs, others 
1] became Refugees abroad ; and upon their return, 
inſtead of a further Reformation, Uniformity As 
were promoted, and paſl.d ia the firſt of El:zz. Yer 
2| during the Lives of ſome goed Biſhops, and for ſe- 
e, veral years, no Subſcripticn, nor uſe of all the Come 
J; men Prayer, nor an exact obſervance of the Ceremue 
d| 74es Was urged ; until Hiirgift aſcended the Chair, 
-,| whoſe zeal tor Ceremonies was boldly impugned by 
r| Learned Cartwright, And now, Subſcription and * 
2-| Conformity was required, under penalty of Suſpenſion 
n. and Deprivation, and Fobu Fex the Martyrologer, 
--| Tequired to Subſcribe, who refuſed, pulling out of 

nis Pocket his Greek Teſtament, and . told the Arch- 
al Biſhop, He would ſubſcribe nothing but That : Yet his 
e| gravity and good Service to the Church proteCt:d 
143 him, that he dyed quietly in a low Station in the 
1 Church. Bur whea he perceived the retaining the 
of| Ceremonies did net attain the fir Deſign of the Refor» 
mers, in gaining Papiſts, and faw the miſchief, the 
x{himpoſing of them on 0 Was like to. y+ 
ay. * | 
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he afterwards faid of them, God take them from ns, | 
or us from them | Harder thiogs were ſoon con- 
triv:d and impoſed, to the caſting out of many able | + 
and godly Miniſters, followed by multitudes of | | 
People ; and theſe being caſt our, and kept our to | | 
this day, are Non confermiſts and Difſenters, and the |. | 
malt conſiderable part Presbyterians ; and thoſe of] 
Ireland are parily trom England, partly from Scor- | 4 
land, . who {ince the Conqueſt joyned with others in | 
Settling that Kingdom. | IF 
And as to the Proteſtant arid forreign Churches, | # 
_ they are either Calvinifts or Lutherans : But all the | n 
Calvmiſt Churches as lately of France, Geneva, Hol- 
land, Piedmont, and many other places of high and | tc 
low Germany, are Presbyterians : The Lutherans I 
differ trom us both in many things, and indeed are | di 
much degenerated trom Luthers primitive though | 
imperfe&t Reformation : So that by all computation, 
Presbyterians and Caiviniſts, with ſuch as are in full} Sc 
Communion with them, are the greater part, and| di 
fram the Judgment of our firſt Reformers, are the| Its 
better part of the Reformation ; the Church of England] It, 
not excepted, whoſe Reformation is not yet antire| M 
and perfe&, as you may learn from the Preface to] lig 
the Commen Prayer, and from the R. and Qs. Cont) 
mithon for a further Reformation, Ras 
"a 
But that you may more fully and diſtiontly know] Go 
them, and not ſuff r your ſelves for the future ro be] dor 
impoſed upon ;. | ſhallas one of the meaneſt of then, 34 
ſhew what at this day they believe & do ; or wheres Ed 
in they apree, and are the ſame, with che Eftabliſhed 2 Cc 
Church of England ; and nexc what they diſient {ram 74%: 


2 | 9 SD 

and neither will nor dare do, without Sin ; and all 
this only for your Information, without the leaſt 
delign or intention, of raifig any new debate, on 
beginning any Controverſy on thoſe differences, 
- Os Controverted by many hands on both 
| des. 
4 And firſt, I ſhall inform you, what they believe: 
and do, in Unity with the Church of England, 
whereby every feri10us and intelligent Reader, may 
readily perceive two things 1. That we are Pro- 
\ | teſtant Brethren, and in Unity With them in the 
> | main, great and Subſtantial points of the Chriſtian 
. | and Proteſtant Religion ; and therefore deferve nor 
4| to be treated, as many. Ignorantly do, and-particu- 
s | Iarly in this Iſland, ». That of all Proteftants that 
e | differ from them, we differ in the /eaſt and ſmalleſ# 
1 | matters. Therefore, | 
» I: They receive and believe the Bible, the Holy 
il} Scriptures to be the Word of God, trom the imme= 
d} diate inſpiration of Heaven, and in its original, and 
1 

2d 

r8 

tO 

Ih 


its Orthodox Tranflations, they univerſally cmbrace 
it, as the compleat and full Rule of their Faith and * 
nag and tae only DireRory in all matters of Re» 
| ligion, | 
n-) 2. They believe and receive, as agreeable to their 
Confeſſion of Faith, the 39 drticles, ip all the Dofrs- 
nal Articles, except ſuch as relate to Ceremonies and 
Government, Which the Eft: bliſhment of that Kings 
dom obliges them not to Subſcribe, receiving the 
i 34 Article in a PtoteRtant ſenſe ; and this ſo qual if y- 
ed moſt, if not at their Miniſters, have Subſcrsbed as 
j 2 conditton of their Eftabliſhed Liberties and Tolle- 


| 74tion, 
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3. They believe, own, maintam and perform all 
Ordinances, and parts of Gods Inftituted Service and 
Worſhip in Publick, Private and Secret, that are 
mentained & proteſſed by any Reformed ProteRtants, 
as Preaching, Praying, Reading, Hearing, Medita- 


tion, Singing of Pſalms, Baptiſm, and the Lords : 7 


Supper, &C. 


4+ They firmly believe, and ſtrenuouſly hold, a Ie 


fix:d and ſtanding Mins#ry ta be always in the 
Church, co the End of the World ; and Churches to 
be furniſhed with all Qfficers warranted in the Scrips 
tures, duly gualifzed and orderly ſet apart, accordin 

to the Word of God; and after a long and mo 

ftrit Examination and tryal, ſome are allowed firlt 
to Preach only as Probationers, or ExpeFants for a 


proof ot their Preaching gifts, and Praying abilities, . 


and of a Holy Converſation ; and when called .to | vi 


the Paforal Charge, ſubmitting to a ſecond Exami- | 
nation, they are orderly fer apart or Ordained to the | 


whole Work of the Miniſtry 3 according to the 
Apoſtles phraſe, by the Impeſition of the bands of the 
Presbytery. 


$5. They abhor, renounce and abjure Popery, Ifdo- | 
larry, Superſtition and Hzcefy, with every Error, ' 
| Bo 
of | Ho! 


they are convinced and perfſwaded is contrary to the 
Word of God ; univerſally believing the Popes 
Rome, to be the Grand Antichrif. 

6+ They hold and maintain an Authoritative Go- 
wernment, Order, Diſcipline and Cenſure, committed 
by }:ſus Chriſt the Head of the Univerſal Church, 
unto Church Offcers appointed by him, conliſting in 


Admonition, Suſpenfion & Excommynication ; and this 


Government ſpecizcally giſtinc} from all Ciujl Go» 


Cai 
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| 5, They Baptiſe both Adult Perſons, 8 Children of 
| believing Parents,profeffing the Truth of the Gaſpel. 

' 8. They believe, and always maintain the mo-» 
rallicy of the Fourth Commandment, and perpetuity 
| of a Sabbath, with the ftrift obſervation of the Lords 
| Do, wholly to be employed and ſpent in the Pubs 
lick, Private and S:cret Service, and Worſhip of 
God, allowing works of abſolute neceſſity, and ne- 
| ceflary Mercy. 

9g. They conſctentioufly and faithfully keep and 

| oblerve, all Selemn Days, and occalional Times, fer 
apart upan extraordinary, and emergent Providen- 
ces of God, for Humiliation, Faſting & Prayer, 
10. Though they abhor as much as any, all vain 
| | Swearing and Curfing, yet they maintain and allow 
. | the Lawfulnefs, of Witneffing to Truth,. or. Con- 
> | viction of Falſhood by a Solemn Oath, when called 
- | thereunte by a Lawful Magiftrate, in matters of mo=- 
> | Ment ; tho” they rather like to do it, after the Scrip- 
> | ture Pattern, with a Solermn lifting up of the Hand to 
8 | Firaven. 
| - Ir. They hold and maintain Megiſtracy and Civil * 
= | Government, fo bean Ordinance of God ; and many 
, | of them highly Zealous for Monarchy,as in Scotland, 
e | England, France & lreland, though others in Genova, 
x | Holland and Germany, are for Ariſtocracy, as the Go« 
| vernment of thoſe places: 
o*| 12. They are highly for Schook Education and 
dj Learning, and Academical accompliſhments, for fir- 
b,| ting and preparing men in an ordinary way, for Mz- 
in| »1fter:a! Offices in the Church ; not excluding, but 

| mcluding partieular Gifts, and Qualifications, and & 
79] Call from God to that great Werk, 
2 | | Reader, 


”_— 


| 


. 


T2 
Reader, They are the ſame in theſe, and moſt 
things materiz], with the Eſtabliſhed 'Church of Eng- 
land; therefore beware of Reproaching Prezbyterians 
as the wort ; as bad if not worſe than Papi#ts ; leaſt 


they are likeſt of any other Diſlenters, that are 


ye wound & refle& upon your felves ; unto whom 


Proteſtants, Now though we agree in all theſe}: 


things and more, yet we differ or diſient in three. 
or four Things, to all which [ ſhall ſpeak, branch» 
ing out the particulars, as far as an Epiftolary De- 
gdication will allow of, 1. In Common Prayer and 
Ceremonies, 2 In your Canons. 3. In your Go- 
vernmene or Prelacy, 4. In your Diſcipline and 
Cenſures. 

1 [ ſhall begin with Common Praver and Ceremo- 
nies ; and concerning. them, we differ in theſe par- 
_ waving many of our Reaſons, to avoid 
Offence. | 

t. We dare not receive nor comply with ftinted 
Compoſed and Impoſed Forms, or Lyturgies of 
Worſhip, becauſe not Commanded nor Warranted by 
the Word of God,” nor known in the pureſt and 
Original Centuries of the Goſpel Churches, but com- 
poſed without Divine Commiſſi-ng and required meer- 
y by = in the Degenerate and latter Ages of the 

Toſpel. | 
2. Though we deny not altogether, but afow ma» 


ny Forms of Prayer on many Caſes,as ſtudyed Form s 


wh 


for ones-ſ{clf, and Compoſed eaſy and plain Formy| ,,,, 
for the Ignorant and Uns{liful, as young ones, early ing; 
Converts, as Crurches for the Weak and Lame j Ch 
yet we cannot nor dare not, Ordain and call any] ;j:, 


man to be a MiniFer of the Goſpel, and to take| 


Charge 


s, 
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Charge of Souls, that hath = given ſufficient proof, 
and demon ftratioa ot their Praying and Preaching 
Gitts and Abilities at all Times, and ſuitably or 
pertinently for all occaſions and conditions, without 
preſcribed Forms read in a Book ; and we never 
denyed the Lawtulneſs of joyning with the ſound 


Words of others in Prayer. 


3. Such Miniſters as have received of God, and 
bave given ſuthcient Proof to many, of their Praying 
Gifts and Abilities, dare not ordinarily, and in their 
ordinary Adminiftrations, tye themſelves to, and 
only uſe theſe preſcribed and Book Forms, leaſt they 
ſhould be guilty of not uſing and improving, but 


| hiding or burying their Gifts and Talents, and fo ins 


cur the CharaGter of Unlawful Servants 

4+. We dare not read as a part of Publick Wor- 
ſhip, the Aphocrypha Books, which are erjoyned and 
read, ſeeing they are acknowledged by al}, not to 
be Canonical Scripture, and owned by many, and 
in many things falſe and fabulous ; eſpecially, while 
we have the Scripture by us, that Perfe Rule of . 
Faith and manners, 

5. We cannot ner dare not allow in Publick 
Worſhip, which ({hculd be for theEdification of all) 


that inartieulate, and unincelligible way and noite, 


| of the People, all or moſt confuſedly ſprak together, 


one mans voice drowning the accent of another, 
which ſeems to be fo far fron) Order, that it appears 
confuſion, as Service in an unknown Tongue, Hicker» 
ng: tells us, he ſufiers no ſuch babling in his 
Church at AU Saints in Colchefter, as is made by 
alternate Reſponſes. 
6, We 6anngtallow Hamer to ſpeak intheChurch, 
. AJ 
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2s many of yours, in your whole Service, talk more 
in a Day, than ſore Quaker-Women, condemned by | 
mot for that practice. | 
7. We Gare not add to the Sacrament of Bap« 
ti/m, an airy Sign of the Croſs that periſhes with the Þ 
«/ing, more than Spittle, Oy! and Salt ; nor allow they: 
Spiritual Signification impoſed by men, and explain-T a 
ed in the 30th. Canon ; Seeing Baptiſm ſignifies all Þ 
that and more ; and you own in the Form for private 
Baptiſm, that it is valid and ſufficient wichour it. 
And further it 1s abuſed at this Day to Idolatry in | 1 
Romiſh Churches; Cranmers great Argument for | V, 
aboliſhing Images out of the Churches, though ſome ) 
are got in again ; and moſt of them into their Book | E; 
of Devorion. ( 
8. We cannot comply with that Popiſh poRture | Vi 

( not our Saviours prſture ) of Kneeling at the Lords | OD 
Supper, Which cannot be more Revereat, nor fo ſui- 
table to a Table Feaſt, as bis was ; and notwithſtand- | to, 
ing the Rubrick, was originally a conſequence of | Co: 
Tranſubſtantiation, and came in with it 12.00. years | the 
after our Saviour, and was a ſtumbling block to many | We 
Reformed Proteſtants, highly reſented by Beza, and Mr 
many more, and proved ſo grateful to Papitts, that | Le? 
Bonner baving learned that Cranmer and Ridley had | Me, 
k:pt ehzs, ( and other Ceremonies ) ſaid, that he | Por, 
deubted not, ſince their Broth went down with them ſo | are 
well, that er'e long they ſhould eat of their Beef too. the 
9. We cannot, we dare not in Baptiſm, exclude| Sen 
the Parents from engaging and promiſing in behalf] Eds 
of their own Children, ard take in other Surecies [12 C 
whom all knowgand none expe&, they will endeavour Baps 
to perform what they promi/e and undertake 3 wn uicd 
INGETEF. 


( x5 ) ; | 
> | indeed is impoſſible for any to perform, eſpecially 
7 | when more Ignorant, and more Irreligins Sureties are 

called in than the exc!uded Parents, as Papiſts, igno- 
» | rant and prophane Perſons, Strangers, and fomes 
e $ times Toung Children, which we apprehend to be a 
Aillful promoting of known perhdicuſneſs, and 
Ta down-right mocksng of God. 

10 Becaule we fg the Common Prayer Book iti 
6 þ its ſeveral parts trar{lated our ot feveral Popiſh Books ; 
-. { the Fravers are taken out of the Breviary, the Admi- 
A | niftration of Sacraments, Burial, Matrimonies, and 
r | Viſiting of the Sick, are raken out of the Romiſh Re» 
e 
k 


| rual ; the Conſecration of the Lords. Supper, Coilebts, 
Ep:fties and Goſpels, are taken out of the Maſs Bock ; 
( rhough ſome things are leit our, as Prayers to the 
e | Virgin Mary, Sainis ard Angels: ) This is to us, 
s | Ont juſt prejudice againft the uſe of it. : 

b Ii. We cannot away With, nor dare we :f{-nt 
. | to, nor believe, many things and fayivgs in the 
f | Common Prayer, nor ule that Corrupt Trarſlation of 
s | the P/a/ms, while God has provided us witha better, 

y | we dare not pretend the imitation of. our Saviours 
d | Miraculous Feaſt by that Popiſh and Meck Feaſt of 
& | Lent, conſiſting not in abſtinence but in chooſing of 
Ji Meats In, Te Deum, we dare not fay, all the Earth 
e | Porſhip thee, while we are eflured the greateſt part 
@ | are Infide/s to this Day, and neither 7/7: ſhip nor know 
the true God ; we dare not afſent to the Damning 
e | Sentence of Achenaſiurs Creed which many of the 
If] E/derſons of your Church wiſhed ic never had been 
g, 110 Common: Prayer, We dare not (ay, Every perſon 
c| Bapriſed 3s immediately Regenerated ; tor fo all Baps 
ſlid ſhould be Saved, = dare nvt alter, add on 
Mic an 
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and diminiſh from the Scriptures, the Word of God, 
as the Common Prayer, and the corrupt Trauflevien 
of th: P/aims does ; particalarly, we cannot conſent 
fo the taking away of the Sorsprture Titles of the 
P/aims, given from immediate [ofpirarion, and put= 
ting Popith and Latiine Tides in ih: Room; in 
tne Burial of the Dead, we dare nut cali everv ones 
whoher we know them or nor, eur dear Siſter er 
B-2ther, and z$ 4 part of Public k Workiip fay, He 
bave a ſure 1 ceriain Hope of heir Refurreazon, unto 
EE25924. Life; nd (4) makes 310 EffÞ-ren CE — the 
W.\.4 ans Godiy; a Proveſtant end a Papiſt ; an 
: Leift once Buptited, 1nd a torious mts . ailow- 
ing them the ſame Chari:y 2nd Covaratter, {cems an 
ENCOUTage ment tO angedi1h; Jr, arid a diſcouragment 
to H:iine/s, 5 
12. Trough we are es V:jiring, Inftructings 
CO!vincing , admonifhing, Praying for, and comfor- 
ting tie Sich, according as we find their ſtate and 
condition, various and tt rent, Y<t we apprenend 
the Burial Service to bs Spmbolizing with Rome, and 
po part of (G32d's Publick Worihip, or any Come 
mand<d part of a Miniſters Work, and though 1t is 
ſaid, it has n2 relation to the dead at ail, but only 
for the Eincation of the Livin ng vt was it denyed 
tothe Livi:g at tne Funcral of the Reverend Mr, 
Fieary Va _ ? Why 1: it deny? to the Living At 
the Func: al of eds, and Exccmmunicated} per 
fors 2 Why 1s tt read ofc times when tne People are 
g5xe, except two that remain io cover Ns Corps ? 
Why do the deceaſed verfons pay for it ? and laiel 
there was a noor man, 1o whom it Was denyed, be 
Cauſe unbapiiſed? Atiiins With vulgar People, are 
IROTE 


Er] 

more demonſtrative, than Fords. And what Fdi- 
fication does thar afford to the Livirg, that is read 
at the eniry of the Church 3ard, of which few or none 
hear one Word ? and whv 1s not all either read in 
the Ds 54, or at the Grave ? 

1 11. The Second thing wherein we d&fſent from you 

| 1s, your Cann, Which few of your i-ives obey and 
obſerve, no, not luch as have Sworn Obed::cnce to them. 
They are moſt Arbitrary Decrees,! when not ratify» 
ed by Authority ; ) not at all ſuirsble ro rhe ſtate 
of the Church ; neither dare we tike the Ozth of 
Aſſent and Conjent, that they contain nothing contrary 
ro the Word of God, While boin you and we are 
otherwiſe periwaded. 


NI, A Third tbing wherein we diſſent, 1s cor 
cerning the. Governmene of the Church by Arch» 
Biſhops, Biſhops, Chaunceilors, Cormmiſſaries, Deans, 
Deans and Chapters, Arch De:acims, ©, as noi have- 
ing toundation in the Scriptures,nor the Government | 
ef the Goſpe/-Churches, nor agreeable to the Go= 
vernment of the fir centuries after our Saviour. 
And though we are for Scripture Biſhops both name 
and office, and wiſh with Dr. 7//77'd ia his poetical 
flight, Where there is one, there were ten; ncther 
would refuſe rhe Government of the fi:ſt rwo or 
three hundred years alter our Saviour ; and ff 18 
known moſt of the Prezbyterians In Erg'and cftered 
to embrace Dr. Uſher, his model of Church G:verne 

| ment ; yet there are ſeveral things in Which we 

difſ-or, and which many of yours diſlike in Engiith 
or Dioceſan Biſhops, or Preiacy ; as, 

: G6 4 1; Creating) 
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1. Creating &EreCting new Offices &Officers,be(ides 
whar Chriſt gave ta and lvſticuted in his Church, 
the Names whereof are not ſo much as known or 
mentioned 11 the Scriptures, 

2. Promoting Precminence, and deſtroying that 
Mcinſteria! Parity, our Saviour Commanded, and 
Incuftrioull. maintained in his days, forbidding all 
Maſtery and Deminion over one ancther. 

3- Thiir f{iming high and Lordly Titles, and 
Tempora! Dignities, and Civil places, being advanced 
above moit Peers 8nd States men : This was ofi-n- 
five fo good Oid Latimer, who in a Scrmon ads 
viſlec Ring Ed, 6 to uniord all the Lordly Biſhops, 
and remove them from all th:ic Temporai Offices and 
Emp/ozments, that they might foliow their Spirztual 
Plough Tat!, 

4. Their frequenting the Cogrr, atrendirg the 
Counci! Table, and frriing in Parliaments, to the great 
negle&t of their Charge and Pork, . being above 
Preaching, Praying and Adminiſtring of Sacraments, 
and Church Government too ; therefore a Non Preach» 
ing B:ſhop, called a Preaching Biſhop,a Preaching Ccx- 


comb. And what prejudice would it be ro the| 


S:4te, but what a great advantage to the Church, if 
the Grovernment ſaw it meet to revive again, that 
o!d vote ofa Church of England Parliament, recorded 
in Bakers Chronicles, That no Biſhop ſhould hawe any 
Fote in Parliament, nor any Fudicial power, in the 
&:ar Chamber, nor bear any [way in Temporal Affairs, 
and that no Clergy-man ſijauid be in the Commiſſion of 
. the Peace. ; 

5. Thetr Graſping at a larger Charge over many 
great Congregations of a Faſt Dioceſs, whereby an 


Epiſcopal 
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Epiſcopal Eharge, and care can no' more be perform- 
ed, or Diſcharged in the fight of Got, { As over rne 
Dioceſs of London, and all Eng :i/Þ Pianta'iims ; 
while ſo much T'ime is ſpent ar Cewurt, and in fecutar 
affairs, ) than the [:4/3an Bſhop can be Metropolitan 
of the Chriſtian World. 

6 Though they have Fm preſcribed for many 
things, yet no Forms nor DireAiors, tor tryal and 
examination of Candidates or ExpeRants, for Or die 
nation to the Mi:iiſtry ; For turning one of the 39 


Artrcles into Larin, and proving it trom Scripture, 


is already done to their bar:ds ; fo that any Grame 
marian or Scage! Boy may dv if, 


IW Laſtly, We dfſ-ot from the Diſcip/ine and 
Cenſures of the Church cf Erxgland ; and though they 
are wihout all Church D:ſcipiine and Cenſure in every 
Piantaion of America; yet as ir is managed in Eng» 
land, many of your own Sons diflike it, as well as we ; 
eſpectaily in theſe particuiars. 

t. [ts abſoluteneſs ; being exerciſ:d by a fole Au-s 
thority in ;he breaſt of a particular Dioceſan, ating . 
all in bis own name, withour Commiſſion or Wac- 
rant from any other ; and Sir. Frexcis Bacon who 
was hignly for the Church of England, tells us, the 
Biſhop gives orders ale, excommunicates alone, 
and 2fHrms jt to b= without Examp'e in all good Go» 
vernm-nt ; for Kings and Monarchs have thelr 
Comnceilours,the Courts of Kings bench,Commen Pleas, 
and Exchegquer,have many Fudpes ; and the Chancelby 
hath the aſſiſtance of 12 Maſters of Chauncery. And 
[| am aſſured, the Scripture warrant is directed to a 


eT The 


1 @@ } 
2+ The Authority & Power of Diſcipline 1s genes 
rally mznaged by Delegation, or De-putation of Lay 
Perſmms, as Chauncellours,Officials, R:gifters, Sumner s, 
Canonifts &c, chonling ſuch as he!ps in Government, 
rather than the Clergy, which the Lord Verniam 
afhirms to be contrary to all rules of good Government - 
for Offices of confidence and skil], cannot be exer- 
ciled by Deputies ; the confidence and truft being 
Perſonal and Inherent, cannot be trat.poſed to an 
ignorant, and unqualityed Lay-Per/or, more than 
ſuch can be deputed, to Preach the Word, and Admi- 
nifter the Sacraments. 
3. The Engi.ſh Chureh- Diſcip!ine 1: turned into 
a meer Money matter, and the utc of Cirifts R-yes 
15 made Mercenary, puniſhing the Pu/-s, and not 
2ftHicting the Conſcrences of the Dciirqzcnts ; as A 
great man of the Church, in a Sermon Preached at 
one of the Univerſities, told them, Caves Cirifts 
puiſant crumenas, non verberant Conſcientias And 
Hickringale aflares us from his certain knowledge, 
that Guined's will procure Abſolutions trum Drs Com- 
mns, Without any Confeſſion or ſhew of Repentance ; 
yea, Wi:hout a fight ot the guilty party ; a more 
bare-faced praCtice than of the Roniſh Churches, 
who always uſe Confeſſion, and Pennance tor-a Cloak: 


I hope theſe things will engage you to be more 
favourable and charitable to Diſſenters, until you 
more rationally weigh and conhder the grounds and 
reaſons of their Diſſent, for they may ſometimes and 
in {oe caſes be the purer & better part of a Nation ; 
as tie Church of 1/rael in Egypt, and in all their 
other Captiviies Were Diſſenters ; The three 
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| (27) | 
worthics in Daniel were Diſienters in Babylen ; and 
Daniet! under Darius, was a Diſienter, Our Savi- 
our, all his Diſciples and Apoſtles, with their Chriſtian 
foliowers, were Diſſenters, until Conſtantines Reign ; 
and all Chriſtians in Mabomertan Dominions, and 
Pagan Countries all Proteſtants in Popilſh Countries; 
and your ſelves in Sco:land, and all forreign parts, 
are Difienters ; and it were hard and uncharitable 
to condemn all theſe as Traezrors and Schiſmatichs. 
In tavour of fome Diſienters, i {hall only lay down 
on= ſaying from your Hale of Schiſm, All pious af- 
ſembites in times of perſecution and corruption, are the 
oniy lawful Congregations, and the pubick Aſfiemblies, 
though according to form of Law, are indeed nothing but 
Riots and Conventicies, if - ſtained with Corruption 
and Super Ftition 

'Tberetore let us ſtill value and cſtzem anzy in 
Deottrine, and Worſhip, and the greater and more 
weighty matrers, preterring it betore an exact and 
accurate Vniformity, in every Punfilio of Cncums 
Fance, and Ceremony, which no Nation hath hitherto 
attained, the Church of England not excepted ; for 
what uniformity is between your Cathedral and 
Parochial Worſhip ? between ſuch Churches as 
have Organs, and thoſe that want them 2? berween 
luch as Sing, or Chant the Service, and fuch as do 
not 2? between ſuch as read the whole Service, ard -. 


others that Mine it, and read but a part ? between 


thoſe that begin with a free Prazer, and ſuch as do 
not? And in the ſame Congregations, what Uni- 


 formity is between ſuch as uſe Reſpoz/es, and ſuch as 


do not © between ſuch as Bow to the Eaſt, or the 


knee, 
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knee, and thoſe that only bow the head, at the Name 
or Ward, Feſurs What uniformity between ſuch as 


Sing Pſalms, and moſt that do not ? And I find ma- 
ny of the Sons of the Church, break aniformity, and 
Canons,as well as their Neighbours : what uniformity- 
at, or Common Prayer, allows any to begin with a 


Prayer of their own, as the greateſt and beſt have 


done, though others call it a Geneve #rick ?. Whar 
uniformi:y-a&t enj-ins Organs, and Singing Boyes: 
and where is bowing to the Eſt and Altar, with all 
other Church Honours, Commanded ? What war- 
rants the uſe of the publick Form ior private Baptiſm ? 
why is the burial Service read over any Diffenters, 
that are all excommunicated by your Canons e 

Let me humbly and earncſtly, with all Subaiif 
fion addreſs the conformable Clergy, in this I{land, to 
inſtruct their People, that they and we profeſs the 
fame Chriſtian and Proreſtane Religion, only with 
ſome alterations in external Ceremorzes and circums- 
ances ; that we may unite in zfi-E&ion and ſtrength, 
againſt the common Enemy of our Reformation, 
and concur in the great work of the Geſpel, tor the 
manif« ſtation of Gods Glory, and the Convidtior, 
Converſion and Salvation of Souls in this i{land, 
inftruCting ſuck as are Ignorant, in the principal & 
great things of Religion, promoting vercue and true 
holineſs, and Preaching down and reproving all 
Atheiſm, irreligion, and profanity, ſealing and con» 
firming all by an univerſal Copy, pattern and «xam: 
ple, of &a holy, and Miniſterial Life and Convers 
lation, 

| have oftcn done it, and [ continue to Pray ior 
the zealous concurrence -of the Secular power, and 
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Croil Magiſtrate, to whom the Sword of Truſtice is 

committed, for tne terrour of the Evil doers, and 
praiſe of thoſe that do well, that for promoting a 
vilible Reformation in this Ifland, trom the Evils 
that have long expoſed us to the heavy Judgments 
of a Righteous God, they would for f reform their 
own Lives, 2nd impartially execute theſe Good Laws, 
according to their Oaths, againſt ajl Blaſpheming, 
Curſing, Swearing, Whoredom, Sabbath breaking, all 
Prophanity, Impiety and Irreligion, that our Land 
may be exalted by Rightecuſneſs, and $in may no 
longer be. our Reproach, 


Candid Reader, They frequently charge Dsfienters 
that when others are the Aſcendent, they cry our 
againſt Perſecution, and for Moderation ; but when 
they are uppermoſt, they are as ſevere as any 3 The 
former 1s natural tor all men, that when they are 
maſtered, or like ro be conquered, they cry out for 
Quarter, and plead moderation, as we find the Church 
of Eng/and, fh:wed as much of it as any, when there 
was occaſion, and ground for it. What conde- *' 
ſcenſ{ions and fair promiſes did they allow K, Charles 
II. to mak::, yea, and to take the Coronation Oath 
of Scotland, to maintaia Presbyterian Government 
there, and alſo to give Sclemn Proteſtations at 
Breda, to Diſſenrers of Eng/and, confirmed by a De» 
C/aration for Liberty to all tenderConſciences ? but ſoon 
after the Reſtoration, all was violated and focn 
forgot: The nexr time they were under any fears, 
was at the Diſcovery of the Grand Pop:ſh Plor, and 


freſh prerences for mederation were then Publiſhed ; 


but continued not loas, ending in a Sham plot, and 
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a new Perſecution Ari thenext trouble the Church 
at England wes in, Was Wacn the Seven B. ſhops 
were tn the Tower, only tor retuſir.g ro engage 
vp2n their Honours ro anſwer ar the K Bench, to 
what ſhould be obj-Ctd agairſt them ; and then in 
their Peii:ton to the Jare R they proicf]id a great 


deal of tenderneſs to Diſſenters 5 and about the time 


of the P: ince ot O. his landing, all their Diſcourſe 
Was of Union, and Comprehenſion ; and afrerwerds 
cor hirmacd it by an Add-eſe, and their M1 [ties pro» 
miſled ro endeavour an Agreement, b-wween the 
Church of England and Proteſtant Diſi-nters ; aud in 
adhering to his Royal Promiſe and deſign, fi-{t ſecu» 
red to Dil.nters an ef42b/;/hed Liberty, and {>0n after 


ſud forth a Commiſſi:», tounded on the Preface to | 


the Common Prayer ; which the Convocation, after they 
were f-cured and fate from their late tears and trous 
bles,took no further natice of, but in oppoſition to all 
their larelv prof fl'd tenderneſs, refuled ro part with 
one indiff--ent Ceremony, in abedi:nc: to their Mas 
grſtirs Authority, or tor Union with Diſſenters. 


That the God of all Grace, would bleſs the 
W orid with a better Spirir, is the Prayer of, 


Sirs, 
Your devoted Servant 
in all Civilicy, 
Barbad-s, 
December 28, 
4697, FRANCIS MACKEMIE. 


Poſtſcript. | 
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Morg the riff eprefontzt ors of the principles 
and preCtc.z3 Cc: ihs Procbyte-rcans in this 

(iland, | canno: forb-ar t: king fecal notice 

of one 5 becauſe it ſtrikos fo very 5 D it the Vitals 
of R itgion : 5 Tis, hut the D. Erie of E!':Fion and 
Re probation, as taught. by tric rigid Prezbirertans of 
the Rik of Scotiand, is contrary to the Word of 
God, and a great. djjcruragiment to Picty, Tho? 
] owe not m*- 6b;-cþ, - but a part of my Educa:ton 
only ta t:at Ringeom, yet. having read mary of 
their B-cks, neard ſeveral of their Miniſters, for {-ve» 
ral years, on a!] D;EAtrines ob the Chriftian Re zgiung 
and h virg alwayes with mz, their Confeſſion of Faith, 
their Catec/iſms, wrh many fcurd- and «<xccilent 
Trea'il.s ; 1 do prot. ſs mv f-1t fully of their Senth 
ments 1a tis, and all other D:&cines of Fairh, and 
i» G «ds ſtrength ſha'l never {werve nor prevaricate : 
Ad in ther b<halt do profeſs ard decizre, rhey hold” 
no Predeft:nation, out What is maintained in v1] the 
Ca'vinift, Reformed Churches abroad, ard by all the 
Presbyterians in Eng ard and Ireland ; and further, 
the tam: which is field and maintained by the ERa- 
b:iiſh'd Church o{ England. If | prove this, ! ove your 
will own they have been palp:bly mifr- prefe nec 
And thar I may «| Guallv and aundenva+ti} do its 
} fhall frtt lay down the Doctrine of the Chur: h 
of Sc:thand, both trom their Catechiſm, and Ciel 
fin of Fairh Ir. theft Shorter Carrchiſm, carr ro & 
faught by many in the Church of Eng/ang, ty 
| 2 teas hy 
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teach, That the Decrees of God, are the eternal Counſel 
of his will, whereby for his own Glory he hath foreor- 
dained whatſoever comes to paſs, In their larger 
Catechiſm, they are ſome-whart fuller, and teach, 


* that the Decrees of God are the wiſe, tree and holy 


* acts of the Counſel of his Will, whereby from all 
* Eternity, he hath for his own Glorv, unchangeably 
* foreordained whatſoever comes to paſs fn tim*, 
© eſpecially concerning Angels and Men : And in 
the following Q they further teach, * That God by 
© an cternal and immutable Dceree, out of his meer 
© Love, for the Praiſe of his Giortous Grace, to be 
© manifeſted in due time, hath Ele&ed ſome Angels 
* to Glory, and in Chriſt hath choſen ſorne men un« 
* to Erernal Liſe, and the means thereof, and acecor- 
* ding to his Sovereign pawer, and the unſearchea- 
© ble Counſe] of his Will, whereby he cx:endeth 
© or with-holdeth favour as he pleaſeth, bath paſl-d 
© by and fore-ordained the ret to ciſhonour and 
* wrath, to bz for their Sin infliited, 'to the praiſe 
© of his Juſtice. And what is for our purpoſe in 
their Confcfſion of Faith, is this : -+-»-» 3d. Parag- 
© By the D-crees of God, tor the manifc{tation of 
- * his Glory, ſome Mza and Angels are Pre- 
© deſtinatcd unto everlaſting Life, and others 
* {ore-ordained to everlaſting Death. 4. Thoſe 
* Angels and Men thus predeſtinated & fore: ordain* 
*cd ro everlaſting Lite, are particularly and un- 

changeably defigned, and their number fo certain, 
* and <d: finite, that it cannot be either encreaſed or 
* eimiciſhed, 5, Thoſe of mankind that are pre- 
* atilinated unto Life, God betore the Fourdation 
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* of the Werld was laid, according to his eternal and 
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? oz humuicy diligence, and abundance of conſolation 
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£ /mmutable: purpoſe, and the ſecret Counſel and 
© 520d pleaſure of his Will, hath choſen in Chriſt 


» * unto everlaſting Glory, our of his mer tree grace 


© and love, wichour any fore-{t1ght of Faith or good 


| * Works, or perſeverance in «<tiher of rhem, or any 


© other thing in the Creature, as Caules or Conditt- 
© ons moving him thereunto, and all to the praiſe of 
© his gioxious Grace, 6 As God hath appointed 
© the Ele&t unto Glory, ſo hath he by the Erernal 
© and moſt free purpoſe of his Will, fore-ordained 
EalF the means thereunto ; wherefore they who are 
© EieQted, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
© Chriſt, are «ft: tually called unto Faith in Chritt 
* by his Spirit working io due ſeaſon, are Juſtityed, 
* Adopred and Sanctifyed, and kept by his power 
* through Faith unto Salvation : neither are any 0+ 
* ther redeemed by Chrift, Eff &tually, Juſtifyed, 
© Adopred, Sinctityed & Saved, but the EicEt only. 
*7. The reft of mirkind God was pleaſ:d accor- 
© ding to the unſearchable Counſel of his own Will, 
* whereby he exizadeth or with-holdeth mercy as 
© he pleaſeth, tor the glory of his Sovereign power . 
© over his Creatures, to paſs by and ordzin them to 
* Dſhonour and Wrath tor their Sin, to the praiſe 
* of his glorious Juftice. 8. The D-o&rine of this 
* high Myſtery of Predeſtination, is ro be handled 
# with ſpecial prudence and care, that men atrending 
* the will of God revcaled in his Word, and yield- 
" ing obedience thercunto, may from the c:rtainty 
© of their EfF-ctual Vocarion, be : {ſired of their 
* Erernal Ei: &tion. So ſhall this D:&tine aff od 


* Miter of Praiſe, Reverencs and Avrmniration, and 


*:0 


Eto all that ſincerely obey the Goſpel. Let any | © 
man niake ic appear that this is not the unanimous | © 
Do&Erine of the Church of Scotland, and that they | © 
teach any other DaQtrine gifagreeing hereunto, Ee | © 
erit mihs magnus Apolls, 

I maſt confeſs I have oft heard,how ſome upon all | © 
occaſions, have birterly run at the Dofrine of Pre» | © 
deſtination, as if none maintained ſuch a DoCtrine | © 
but we; And a Miniſter of your i{lind, cated it, A ; 
damnable DoQrine : and [ now juſtly wonder to re» | © 
ceive ſuch a Charater of Predeſtination from ſom, | © 
that it is contrary to the word of God, and a great diſs | © 
conragement to Fiety. Therefore I am now to pro» | * 
duce the received and approved DoGtrine of the | * 
Church of Ergland, concerning Predeftination, {ince | * 
the Reformation to this Day ; and ſhall begin with | * 
the 39 Articles agreed upon in a Convctcrion. held | 
at London 1552, in the Reign ct Edw 6 ard ire» 
quently renewed 6 ratityed in the tollowing Reipgrs, 
and continued the eſtabliſhed D:&rine of the Church 
ro this day, which Diffenters with ſome allowed ex- 
c*p'ions ſubſcribe as their own Dofrine, as a legal 
qualification for our Liberty. I wiſh you would 
read and conſider again the 17th. Article, Viz. ** Pre- 
« deſtination tolite is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, 
*« whereby before the foundations of the World were 
&« }aid, - he hath conſtantly decreed by his Counte], 
© {ecret to us, t deliver from curſe & damnation, 
* rh:;fe, whom he hath ch-ſen in Chrift Jeſus our of 
© markind, and to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſt- 
& ing Salvation, as veſſels made to hoyour ; where- 
* tor thev that b2 endued with fo Excelient a be- 
* nehit of God, be called according to Gods pare #| © 
oy} 


( 29) 
&« by his Spirit workigg in due ſeafon, they through 
* Grace obey the calling, they be Juſtityed treely, 
© hey be made Sons of GoJ by Adoption, they 
© be made |:ke the Image ot kis only b-gotten Son 
* ]:ſus Chriſt, they walk religiouſly in g'-0d works, 
** and at length by Gods mercy they attain to ever» 
« lafting felicity, As the Godly conſideration of 
& Predeſtination, and our EleCion in Chriſt, is tull 
* of ſweet, pieafant ard unſpeskable comiort to 
& Gedly perſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves the 
© workings ot the Spirit of Chriſt, mcrtifving the 
& works ofthe ficfh, and their earthly m:mbers, and 
© drawing up their mind ro high & heavenly things, 
* 23 well becauſe ir doth eftabliſh and corfirm their 
i Faith of eternal Salvation, to be er.z2yed through 
* Chriſt, 2s bccauſeit doth frequently kindle their 
« Love towards God, fo fercurious and carnal pzr- 
**jons, lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, to have continu« 
« aily before their eyes,the ſentence of Gods Pred:/?- 
& 2«tz0n, 1s a moſt dangerous downfall, whereby rhe 
& Dzvil doth thruſt chem either to deſperation, or 1n- 
* to wretchleſsnels of molt unclean living, no lefs - 
* perilous than deſperation. Furthermore we muſt 
© receive Gods promiſes in ſuch wile, as they be ge- 
&* nerally ſet torth to us in the holy Scriptures, and 
« and in our doings that will of God is to be fol- 
* lowed, which we have cxpreſsly declared ro us in 


_ * the word of God And as to the ſenſe of this Ar- 


ticle, tzke ir from che Learned of the Church of Eng- 
land, Dr. Whitaker, in his Cygnea Cantio, pay.10,17» 
( Dr. Bridges ſtiles this, The chiefeſt Arricle of the Chu ch 
in D:Arinz.} Mr Thomas Rogers in his Analyſis,vound 


© up formerly with the Articies Dr, Thyſins in bis 


Com: 


©, 
Commentary on I 1mbeth- 41 _ fully m—_ this 
Article, & raiic th le conclulions lrom it, That 
there 18 a Prea:?2rnator faces men to cternalLife! 
a pretertc4n, predeftination, or R-probation of certain 
men unto Death. 2. Thar this Predeſtinatson is no 
maniteff, no oper. D cree, into the g' vunds & caules 
of which every mean capacity may dive, but a hid+ 


den purpoſe, countc] or deoree of God, which is kept 


ſecret from vs. 3, E hut this Predeſtination ' '0 lite ts 
trom Etermry. 4. That it is alc = immutable 
and uncnargeabie as God hi __ It, ns i3 the eſtas 
biiſhed DoGtine which all the Cicrgy ol the Church 

of England, ſubſcribe or «fi-at unto at Orctaatior, 
The nx! dermonſtrarion and cifcovery of the 
DoRrine of the Church 1 in this poirr, is from the 
Lambeth Articles, agreed upon at Lamberh Houſe, by 
Fohn Arch: biſhop of Canterbury, Richard Biſhop of 
Londm, Richard Blhup of Bangor, DD Tindall, Dan 
of Eiie, Dr. iritaker profefiiir ui Divioity at Cams 

bridze, with {everal learned Divines of the Church ; 
with the appr baiisn of Matthew Arch-B:thop ot 
Yorks compoſ: d at firft in Latin and ſent to the Uni- 
verity of Cambridze, to prevent and cruſh forme Are 
minian Cont overit-s that were beginning to be raiſ- 
ed theres yer i thai] give you in Engith Four of 
Nine, that reiare ts Predeſtina? OF rever yer 1in- 
peached or re &cd by the Churci, as inconſiſtent 
with the 39 Articics, but inſerted in the Ireland Are 
tices, and allowed of in the conjerer.ce at Hampton: 
Ccurt. © I. God trom erernity hatn Pred:ftinated, 
* certain men unto Lite, certain, men he hath Pres 
* Ceſtinated, or repro bared unto D: ath. 2. The 
* moving and «ficient cauſe 0; Predeſtina:ion unto 
1;c 


® 


| | THY. = 
© [.ife; is not the fore ſight ot Faith or Perſeverance} 
© or good works, or of any thing in the perſons Pres 
| * deftinated, bur only in the good will and pleaſure 
of God: 3. There is a Predeſtinate number of 
* Predcſtinate, which can neither be augmented nor 
© giniiniſhed. &- Thoſe who are not PredeRingtied tun- 
| * #0 Salvation are neceſſarily damncd for their Song. 
' "This is more plain and particular, than any thing [ 
have heard taughe by Presbyrerians; and yer it is the 
Doetrine of the Church of England. . 
| The next Teſtitmony from that Chiirch for Pres 
deftinetion, is the Articles of Ireland; agreed upottby 
the Arch-Biſhops; Biſhops; and the Clergy of that 
Kingdom in a Convocation; held at Diblin, 1615. 
| & ſeeing they were Engliſh Divines,and a part of the 
* Engliſh Church, under one Ring ,thiey were received; 
approved and licenſed by the Government; as 
agreeable to the 39. Articles, and alſo thoſe of Lajfi- 
| beth; therefore | ſhall record out of them what con- 
cerns Predeſtination, or the Decreez of God, 
| © Fre. 11 God fromall eternity did by his urns 
* changeable Ceunſel, ordain whiatſoevet in tims + 
5 ſhoufd come co pals; yet fo a thereby rio-violence 
6 is offered to the wilis of the reaſonable Creatures, 
-© and neither the Liberty nor Contingency of Second 
© eauſei is taken away; but eſtabliſh:d rather. 
$ 12. By the fare eternal Counſe]), Gad hath' 
© Predeftinaied ſome unto Life, and Reprobated ſome 
5 unto Death, of both which there i5 a certgin num 
©* ber, known oply to God, which.can neither he end 
'* creaſed not diminiſhed; - Eg 
| * 13. Predeftination unto, Life; 1s the everlaſting 
4 pirpale of Gad, whereby bla the foundions of 


; the 
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£ the Warld were laid, %. hath conftantly:decreed: in 
© his Secret Counſel, ta dejiver from curſe and dam- 
© nation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chrift, out 
« of manking, and to bring them by Chriſt ro ever- 
© Jaſtiog Salvation; as velicis made unto. honour. 

© 14 The cauſe moving God to Predeſtimate, 13 
* not ihe fore-1:cing of Faith, or Perſeverance, or 
* Good Works, or of any thing in the perſons Pre- 
© deſtinated, but only the good pleafurerof God him 
© ſelf, for all things being ordained tor the maniteſta- 
© tion of. his Glort, and his Glory being: to appear, 
* beth-in the works of his: Mercy & Juſtice, it ſeem 
* ed good unto his heaverly>wiſcom, to chooſe out 
© acertain number toward whom he would extend 


© his undeſcrved Mercy, leaviig the reſt to be 


© Sp:Ctacles of his ]-uſtice+ | 


6.15: Such as are PredeFinated unto Life, be called 


* according to Geds purpoſe, his Spirit working in 
* due ſzaiun, and through Grace they obey the call- 
© ing, they be Juſtitycd freely, they be made Sons ef 
* God by Adoption, they. be made like the Image of 
© his only begotten San ]:\us Chrift, they walk rell- 


© ziouſly..in good Works, and ar length b: Goes 


* Mercy they atcain to everlalting felicicy ;. but fuch 
25 are not Predeſtinated: to Salvation; ſhall finally 
© be condemn. d- tor their Sins . 17% 


© 116. The Godly conlideration of Prethe flination, 
* and-our:E/e&:on in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſanr, 
£ & unſpeakable comfort toGodly perſons, & ſuch as, .. 


1 
| 
| 


$ teelin-themfclves the working of rheSpiric ofChriſt, 
© morctitying the works of:the fl:ſh & their earthly | 


* members, and drawing vp their minds-to high and | _ 
* heavenly things,as well 'becaule it dath greadpegds 5 


dd. nn 


a ow A «© ® a = ==» == 


oa Bs > A = ki 'il fo man a we 


Lana 2] 


\Y 


4 


Bn B 


5, 
» 


| 


| 


(6-247) ; 

frm &-eftabliſh their fark of eternal Salvitfbn, to? 
* be enj>yed thro! Chrilt;as becavle it doth tervently 
* kindle heir Love towards God ; and on the'cons 
© trary fade for curious & carnal perfons, lacking the 
* Spirit of Chriſt, to have continually betore their 
© Eyes, the Sentence of Gods PredeFination, 1s very 
dangerous. "I'his is the D-&t-ine of the Church of 
trelarid,& fo exattly agreeable to tne 39 Articles, & 
thoſe of: Lambert, that | need ſy no more ofthe m 

Ano: her diſcovery of th-DoCtrine of Predeſtination 
is from che Suffrages of the five R-preſentarives of the 
Church of 'Engiand, at the Synod of Do: 7,Dr. Carletof 
Biſhop: of Cuichefter, Dr. Sammne! H/1rd publick Divi- 
nity prot: {[r at Cambridge, Dr. Davenant B:ſhop of 
Saisbury, Dr: Balcanquei Dean of K cheer, and Dr. 
Thomas Goad, who were called and {l:mbled ro nip 
Arminianiſm in the bud : and they betngCommiliia» 
nated & {cnr by the Supream Authority in the Nath 
on ; their Suft-ages as reco'Ced in the publick Ads 
of ihat Synod, and by Dr. Ward, in bis Suffragium 
Britannorum. are to be found & were then-rec:ived 
& approvec,az the D-E&tiine of the Chmeb of England. + 

And thoutd it not 2pp*Ar A worder and be a fur- 
Friſe to the bearers, tho” the Prexehers cannot be [g+ 


norant-of it; that the Common: Prazer Book, the ordt- 


nary & univerfal Book of their Devotion, ſh-uld gire 
its Sufirage and bear ics reftimony for Predeſtznations 
or E/eion, which upon a more ftrit obſcrvarion all 
{hall find ? [n theColleRt tor 4! Saints Day,it b-gins, 


"Almighty God,who haſt kit together thine EleOt in one 


y communion, and fel owſhip in the my#tical Body of Chriſt 
4 | Feſjusour Lord It God has an Ele&ed people, there 


Td 4: 


x 


Wh mult ſome be left out po paſied by, otherwile there 
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can be no RleQiom or Choice, In the Cattchiſmt gene> 
rally raught unto Children, in Anſwer to Q. 6, lr is 
repiyed in the third place, In God the Holy Ghoſt, wha 
Santt:fyed me, and all the Ele periple of Grd; which 
. Þlainiy inſtructs us,thatGod chooſerh to Sanfiification, 
and holineſs as well as to Salvati-n,and that all Ele&# 
ones (hall be SanFifjed & conſequently Saved, In che 
burial of the Dead, 1n the firit prayer after the Lords 
Prayer ; Bejceching thee, that it may pleaſe thee of thy 
gracious Goodneſs, ſh:rtiy to accompliſh the number of 
#h;ne Eicct, Here 1s not only an El-#,hut a defi ite 
and certain Number derermined with God, which are 
not yee accompuſhed, and the number of ſuch as are 
leir out and pfſ:d by,is alſo certain and determined. 
In 2 Godly prayer at all times, Which is added ro ſome 
old Bibles, there is this paſſage ; In that it hath pleaſed 
Fhee freely and of thine own accord, to E\eft and chocſe 
gs fo Sa:vation before the —__ the /V-rld This 


If piain language, and in the Books or Qevotion, and -|. 


£+1 thoſe who lictſe thought Common Prayer fayour- 
e Pred:ſiination, Which they oft called a Danmable 
D-tir:-, and 1s fo particular, for a Do&rine, ſome of 
your N-ighbours have aff-rted, contrary to the word 
ot 5", anda great diſcouragernent to Prety ; So that [ 
ver how the Oxford Oath of Aſient © Conſent ſhall 
rein ior the future, wherein men Swear, That nothing 
3s contained in the Bock of Cannons, Ordination of 
Bi ſhops, and Cemmon Prayer, contrary to the word of 
God, {eetog Predeſtination is tound in one of them, 
We cail fn alſo to witneſs for us, the Homilies of 
the Ch''-ch, which appear to be principally the eſta» 
biith-d DoCt: ive thereof, for the moſt part compoſed 
by the Arch:-biſhop Crarmerywho faked among ma- 
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ny more. this and other truths, with his Blood, It 
Were t09 tedious to tranſcribe all here, bur I ſhall give 
a pzſſige or two, to engage Readers to be more at+ 
tentive and abſervant for the future. Therefore in 
the 2d part about p. 160. *God of his mercy & ſpe» 
$ cial favour, towards them whom he hath appotnred 
* to everlaſting Salvation, hath fo offered his Grace 
* eſp:ciaily, and they have ſo received it fruitfully, 
© that aitno' by reafon of their ſinful living out ward- 
© Iy, they ſeemed before to have been the Children of 
* wrath & perditji>r,vet now the Spirit ofGod might» 
© ily working in th.m unto the obedience of Gods 
© wi.l, that they are the undoubted Children otGod, 
* appointed unto everlaſting Lite: for the Good fruit 
© is not the cauſe the tree is good 2 but the tree muſt 
* fi. it be good, before it can bring forth good truit, 
'T't:iz & much more may be found in both parts for 
' corficmatrion of this DoEtrine of Predeſtingticn. 
| IT refer you alſo ro a Church of Eng/and Catechiſm, 
enjorned by RK Edw. 6. to all Schoolmaſters, for in- 
fructicn of Children throughout the Kingdom, 
wheretn it is af{-rred, * That tre faithful were fore- | 
$ choſen, Predeſtinated, and appointed to everlaſtin 
| ©life, before the world was made, & that the aſt 
| © ovrJuſtification & Salvation, isthz goodneſs & love of 
| © God, whereby he choſe us, before he made the world, 
| 1 cannot omit certain Queſtions & Anſwers con» 
cernivg Predeftination, publiſhed by Robert Park:r,& 
| Continued ro b» bonnd in with your Bibles, unul the 
; | year 1615, [ ſhall give you a hinr thereot in rwo or 
| three Queſtions, relating ro Predeſtinatiom, *Q Are 
| | $ not al ordained to eternalLife ? A. SomeareVeſiels 
; of Fravh, ordained to Deftruion, ay others are 
Airepcy Tn 70 = ns 
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«V:fiels of Mercy, prepared for Glory, Q How 
© {tandeth ic withGods F»ſticegrhat ſome are appointed 
"0 Damnation ? A. Very well, becaule all-men have 
© 1n themſelves Sin, whica de ſerveth no leſs, & rhere- 
© fore the mercy of God is wondertul, in- that he 
© Youched to fave ſome of that ſinful race, and ro 
_ * bring them to the knowledge of the Frurh Q., Bur 
* how ſhall l know 1 am ordained to eternal lite ? 


* A. By the motions of Spiritual Life, which belong- | 


© th only to the Coild:en of God, 1 might enlarge 
with variety. of T<ſtimoni:s in favour of thisDoEtrine, 
fromthe Learned and- Godly in all the paſt Reigns, 
fron the Retormation: down ward ; and ſhall con- 
clude, wicth.that honourable, and venerable Suff:age 
of Przmate Uſher, in his Sum «nd ſubſtance of Chrifti- 
an Religion, which for the SarisfaCtion of all, | ſhall 
deliver in his own words, - * Q What are the parts 
© of Predeſtination *? A Eleflizu & Reprobation Q; 


* What is E/eFion ? A: . Tis the everlaſting Pred-ſti- 
5 pation or tore-appointment of certg'n Angels and 


* m:n.unto everlaſting like and bi {{:dnels, tor the 
* praiſe of Gods glorious Grace and Goodneſs. Q_ 
* What is Reprobation ? A. It is the eternal tore ps 
* pointment of certain Angels & men unto <everlaſt- 
# ing, Diſhonour and Deſtruion, God of his own 
* tree will determining to paſs them by, refuſe, & caſt 
$ them off, and for fin condemn and puniſh chem, 
* with azernal Death, And to theſe you may add 
moft Church of England Books common among us ; 
as alſo that cemmon_ Book almoſt in every Family, 
The Prafiice of Piety, So it is to be hoped. you will 
not adventure to fay, the Church of Scotland holds any 
other, Predeſtinationgthan what is the DoQtcine. the 
EY . Copre 
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CWÞpurch of England; or that it is contrary to the word of 


oa, and agreat diſcouragement to Piety. 


| 


[ am very unwillirg ro engage in a further centro» 


.>»verfy abour this Dofrine, fo fully handled, and ſuith- 


ciently vindicated already, left I ſhould engage ſome 
ef your I{land in a moſt unnatural War, ayainft their 
qwn Mother Church: and ſhould it nut be a Paradox *© 


| Barbados, to hear of a Presbyterian taking up the 


Cudgels, in detence of a fundamental eſtabliſhed Doe- 


| frine, againſt a Son, a Member, and a Miniſter of the 


Engliſh Church ? And ſeeing one hath been pleaſed 
to run upon Quzrics on this occaſion, I am obliged 
to entertain you with a few, concerning the contro» 
verred DoArine, in bthalf both of Diflenters and the 
Church of England The Quzrics are theſe. 

1: Whether God be not an abſolute & Sovereign 
power & being, having irfinirely a greater & more 
illimited and boundleſs Authority, over the bigheſt 
and beſt of his creatures, withour being controuled 
by, or accountable to them ; | ſay, more than the 
Potter has over the clay, he tram:s at his pleaſure, . 
for honourable & diſhonourable uſcs & ſervices ? 

2. Whether God from an-infinite and eternal 
knowledge knows infallibly, the certain 8 determined 
number of them that ſhall be Saved, and fhall be 
Damned, which number ſhall never be encreaſed, 
neither .can be dimiviſhed ? 

3. Whether it is God of his own wil, free grace 
and goodneſs, that makes the difference between Bes 
lievers and Unbelievers ? T4946 

4: Whether the immutable and unchangeable De- 
crzes of G20, in the execution of them, rob the crea» 
ure gl its /ivert9, in acting or doing ? 2 


8) 


(3 
$. Whether « Sinner without the ſpecial and ens. 
dire Grace of Gt d, can repent, believe, RE ; 


ar 0 fave himlblt ? 


6. Whethc1God can be accounted unjuſt for dams : : 


ning a park, While he might jultly have damned the 
w/e Horid ter their Bir 2? 


Wh-ther Gad dcligned the Salvation of any E 
Wi ncut belane/s; faith and repentance, Or the damndi | 


dzon of any wirhuur tore-running Sin, final unb- lick 
and impenitencs ? 


8 Whi-ther God abſolutely and unchang»ably I Þ 
determined wir himſclt the period and end of out {| 


dayes in this life ? 
9. Wherher Gad the Father determined from all 


erernitv, to ſend his own: Sor: ONNr Saviour, int the | 


W.:14.8 ali his particular Suff-rings in theW orid 2 

18 Wawher we ſhould deery or diſfowns thoſe 
Yreac 8 cranſcending M ſteries of God's Counſei,bee 
cauie we cannot reach, nor comprenend them wid 
our ſhallow and nairow Capacitics, or carnal ap» 
prehenfions ? 


If any intend to give av refolution to theſe ten | 
Etc, hope I need not caution them againſt ſua | 


Things, 9: « in'rirge, and may tend fo-impeach the abs» 
ſolute $uvcreignty, ano Prercgarive of Heaven, or 
condemn their own Chien. And I aflure my - el 
they will not ri vive again thoft oe filly and 
foconſ quenti: | All: gation, vuigarly heaped up As» 
gainft-this'Doct-ine 5 wracen have been leng lince 
anſwered, confuted, ard overthrown, 


FINIS, 
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